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 Washington, DC ‚ Today, Senators Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.) and John F. Kerry (D-Mass) and Representative John Olver (D-Mass) announced a $296,500 grant for the  Acetate Negative Collection at the Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts.

    The collection is a record of photo sessions directed by artist Norman Rockwell and includes images of models, locations, props, artwork, business colleagues, and family members. This grant will support digitization of the 18,000 deteriorating acetate negatives.

    Senator Kennedy said, "I'm thrilled that this great American artist's photography --- the images that helped him paint more than 300 covers for the Saturday Evening Post --- will be preserved for future art enthusiasts to study and enjoy."

    Senator Kerry said, "Norman Rockwell's artwork preserves special places, people and times in our nation's history, and Stockbridge should be proud that they have preserved this collection. I am happy we could help get the funding needed to continue the success of the Norman Rockwell Museum -- our children will enjoy his artwork for generations to come."

   Representative Olver said, "Not only is this grant important because it allows the Norman Rockwell Museum to do some critical historic preservation work, but it means that the Norman Rockwell body of work is getting the recognition it deserves as an artistic treasure."

   The funds are among $14.89 million awarded to 61 projects in 29 states and the District of Columbia. The funds are provided under the fiscal year 2005 U.S. Department of Interior's Save America's Treasures grants program which preserves nationally significant intellectual and cultural artifacts and historic structures and sites.  A dollar-for-dollar non-Federal match is required.  The National Park Service administers the grants in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the Institute for Museum and Library Services, and the President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities.
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